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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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Specification 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 3 5 U. S . C . 1 1 2 : 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

The following is a quotation of 37 CFR L71(a)-(c): 

(a) The specification must include a written description of the invention or discovery and of the manner 
and process of making and using the same, and is required to be in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to 
enable any person skilled in the art or science to which the invention or discovery appertains, or with which it is 
most nearly connected, to make and use the same. 

(b) The specification must set forth the precise invention for which a patent is solicited, in such manner as 
to distinguish it from other inventions and from what is old. It must describe completely a specific embodiment 
of the process, machine, manufacture, composition of matter or improvement invented, and must explain the 
mode of operation or principle whenever applicable. The best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying 
out his invention must be set forth. 

(c) In the case of an improvement, the specification must particularly point out the part or parts of the 
process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter to which the improvement relates, and the description 
should be confined to the specific improvement and to such parts as necessarily cooperate with it or as may be 
necessary to a complete understanding or description of it. 

2. The specification is objected to under 37 CFR 1.71, as the specification, as originally 
filed, does not provide support for the new matter as claimed. The specification as filed does not 
provide support for "at least a first and a second cover part" as in claim 1, because the 
specification only discloses a first and a second cover part. The specification as filed also does 
not provide support for ". . . a fourth projection . . . projects under an underside of an information 
carrier ..." in claim 7. 



3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 USC 1 12, first paragraph, for the reasons set forth in 
the objection to the specification. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. In claim 1, lines 10-11, "the locking means" should be replaced with —the second 
locking means--. In claim 4, the phrase "the or a second projection" is indefinite because it has 
no clear meaning. In claim 7, the phrase "a fourth projection" is indefinite because where is a 
third projection (between claims 1 and 7)? In claim 14, the phrase "the fist" is incomplete and 
indefinite. Regarding claims 1 and 15, the phrase "such as" renders the claim indefinite because 
it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See 
MPEP § 2173.05(d). In claim 14, line 7, "a first" should be replaced with -the first-. 

Drawings 

6. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the ". . . a fourth projection . . . 
projects under an underside of an information carrier ..." in claim 7 must be shown or the 
feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
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should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure 
must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1, 8, 9, 13 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Flores, Jr. et al. (6,4554,090; hereinafter Flores'090). Flores'090 discloses a device (100) for 
holding an information carrier comprising a first and a second cover part (102, 104) connected 
by pivot means (106-1 10) and the first cover part having receiving means (128, 140, 141, 160, 
161) arranged for receiving the information carrier in a position in which it extends 
approximately parallel to a closing surface of the cover part. The receiving means comprise first 
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locking means (118, 1 20, 128) connected to the closing surface in a substantially positionally 
fixed manner and extended along at least an outer contour of the information carrier received in 
the receiving means and second locking means comprise at least one resilient projection (140, 
141, 160, 161) extended at least partly against and over the outer contour of the information 
carrier and together with the first locking means that lock the information carrier in the receiving 
means (Figures 6-11). 

As to claim 13, Flores'090 further discloses a first closing surface (118) and a second closing 
surface (120). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 2-6, 10-12 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Flores, Jr. et al. (6,4554,090; hereinafter Flores'090) in view of Mou et al. (6,398,022; hereinafter 
Mou'022). Flores'090 discloses the device (100) for holding the information carrier as above 
having all the limitations of the claims includes a third locking means (148) and a fourth locking 
means (150). However, Flores f 090 fails to show the third locking means being abutted against 
an upper side of the information carrier to further lock the information carrier in the receiving 
means. Mou'022 teaches a device (10) for holding an information carrier comprising a first and a 
second cover part (12, 14) and a receiving means including a first locking means (47-51), a 
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second locking means (26-32), a third locking means (62) and a fourth locking means 58). The 
third locking means and the fourth locking means abut against an upper side of an information 
carrier when the device closed (Figures 1-14). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made in view of Mou'022 to modify the 
third locking means of Flores'090 so the third locking means abut against the upper side of the 
information carrier when the device is closed for further securing the information carrier within 
the device. 

As to claim 10, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the cover parts of Flores'090 so the closing surface comprises a 
wall thickness as claimed since such a modification would have involved a mere change in the 
size of a component. A change in size is generally recognized as being within the level of 
ordinary skill in the art. In re Rose, 105 USPQ 237 (CCPA 1955). 

1 1 . Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Flores, Jr. et al. 
(6,4554,090; hereinafter Flores , 090) in view of Iandoli et al. (6,805,238; hereinafter Iandoli ? 238). 
Flores , 090 discloses the device (100) for holding the information carrier as above having all the 
limitations of the claim except for a projection being projected under an underside of an 
information carrier when the device is closed. Iandoli'238 teaches a device comprising a 
projection (50, 60) projected under an underside of an information carrier when the device is 
closed (Figure 2). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art in view of 
Iandoli'238 to modify the device of Flores'090 so the back part includes a projection which 
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projects under an underside of the information carrier when the device is closed to facilitate 
removing the information carrier from the device. 

12. Claims 14-17 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Flores, Jr. et al. (6,4554,090; hereinafter Flores'090) in view of Biebel et al. (5,429,240; 
hereinafter Bieber240). Flores'090 discloses the device (100) for holding the information carrier 
as above having all the limitations of the claim except for the first or second locking means being 
at least partly provided on an edge part of the first cover part and connected so as to be pivotal or 
bendable relative to a further first cover part. 

Bieber240 shows a device (10) comprising a receiving means including first or second' locking 
means (50, 52 or a recess 22) at least partly provided on an edge part of a first cover part (20, 68) 
which is connected so as to be pivotal or bendable relative to the further first cover part and the 
further first cover part also having at least a part of the first or second locking means (50, 52 or a 
recess 22) and the information carrier received in the receiving means is released by pulling 
away at least the first or second locking means. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art in view of Biebel f 240 to modify the device of Flores'090 so the first or 
second locking means comprise at least partly provided on an edge part of the first cover part and 
connected so as to be pivotal or bendable relative to a further first cover part and the further first 
cover part also comprises at least a part of the first or second locking means for better protecting 
the information carrier when the device is opened. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Luan K. Bui whose telephone number is 571-272-4552. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu can be reached on 571-272-4562. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

4 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




lkb Luan K. Bui 

March 28, 2007 Primary Examiner 

Art Unit 3728 



